PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guovernor of the State of Texus

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Rick Perry, Governor of
Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 242 as passed by the Eighty-
Second Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

Texting while driving is reckless and irresponsible. I support measures that make
our roads safer for everyone, but House Bill 242 is a government effort to
micromanage the behavior of adults. Current law already prohibits drivers under
the age of 18 from texting or using a cell phone while driving. I believe there is a
distinction between the overreach of House Bill 242 and the government’s
legitimate role in establishing laws for teenage drivers who are more easily
distracted and laws providing further protection to children in school zones.

The keys to dissuading drivers of all ages from texting while driving are
information and education. I recommend additional education on this issue in
driving safety and driver’s education courses, public service ads, and
announcements, and I encourage individuals and organizations that testified in
favor of the anti-texting language included in this bill to work with state and local
leaders to educate the public of these dangers.

Since the Eighty-Second Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the Secretary
of State and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
17th day of June, 2011.
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RICK PERRY
Governor of Texas

ATTESTED BY:

e

SPE ZA “HOPE” ANDRADE

Secretary of State FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
O'CLOCK

JUN 17 2011




